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Storm damage to boats is a severe problem for Anna Maria Island. Not only are the boats damaged, but sea-
walls and docks can suffer the effects of the vessel’s crashes. 
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Don’t plan to 
weather these 

storms on AMI
 Hurricanes are categorized based on the power of the 
storms. Storm categories allow emergency management 
offi cials to determine time and need of evacuation.
 The Manatee County Emergency Management 
Division notes that “a Category 1 hurricane will kill 
you just as fast as a Category 5 storm, with the excep-
tion that in a Category 5 storm you will be under a lot 
more water.”
 Hurricane veterans have noted it is extremely dif-
fi cult to walk around in winds in excess of 50 mph — 24 
mph less than even a Category 1 storm.
 There’s also a good chance offi cials will be forced 
to close the bridges to vehicles due to high winds before 
evacuation of Anna Maria Island is complete, providing 
yet another reason Island residents should plan to leave 
early if so ordered.
 Hurricane forecasters use a “disaster-potential 
scale,” called the Saffi r-Simpson Hurricane Scale, to 
assign storms into fi ve categories. Rated from least to 
most powerful, the fi ve categories and damage potential 
are detailed below.
 It’s important to note, though, that Tropical Storm 
Gabrielle in 2001 caused massive fl ooding, power out-
ages and damage to the area with winds of about 70 
mph — not even a hurricane.
 And don’t forget all the damage on Anna Maria 
Island caused by the four hurricanes of 2004, which 
didn’t come very close to our shores.
 And we all remember the last evacuation of the 
Island caused by Hurricane Charley, which was des-
tined to make landfall at the Sunshine Skyway Bridge 
in early forecasts before it veered right and struck 
Punta Gorda, then went across the state to cause mas-
sive devastation. 

CATEGORY 1
 Winds of 74-95 mph. Damage is primarily to shrub-
bery, trees, foliage and unanchored mobile homes. Some 
damage may occur to poorly constructed signs. Storm 
surge is expected to be 4-5 feet above normal. Flooding 
is expected on barrier islands. Low-lying coastal roads 
may be inundated. Expect minor pier damage and small 
craft to be torn from exposed anchorages. 
 Hurricane Agnes in 1972 was a Category 1 storm, 
leaving in its wake 122 deaths and $2 billion in damage. 
Hurricane Erin in 1995 was also a Category 1 storm, 
causing 11 deaths and $700 million in damage, mostly 
to central Florida. Also, Hurricane Allison and Hurri-
cane Noel of 1995 were Category 1 hurricanes at peak 

intensity.

CATEGORY 2
 Winds of 96-110 mph. Damage caused by wind 
is considerable, with some trees blown down. Major 
damage expected to exposed mobile homes and poorly 
constructed signs. Some damage to roofs, windows and 
doors of buildings expected. Considerable damage to 
piers, marinas and small craft in unprotected anchorages. 
Storm surge is expected to be 6-8 feet above normal with 
accompanying fl ooding.
 Hurricane Cleo in 1964 was a Category 2 storm, 
devastating Florida’s east coast and causing $500 million 
in damage. Also, hurricanes Erin and Marilyn in 1995 
were both Category 2 hurricanes when Erin’s eyewall hit 
the Florida Panhandle coast and when Marilyn passed 
through the Virgin Islands.
 Hurricane Frances in 2004 was a strong Category 2 
hurricane.

CATEGORY 3
 Winds of 111-130 mph. Large trees will topple. Prac-
tically all poorly constructed signs will be blown down. 
Expect structural damage to small buildings. Many 
mobile homes may be destroyed. Storm surge nine to 12 
feet above normal. Serious fl ooding along barrier islands 
and coastal areas. Large exposed buildings will be dam-
aged, and smaller structures will be destroyed by wave 
action and fl oating debris. 
 Low-lying escape routes will be cut by rising water 
three to fi ve hours before the arrival of the hurricane 
center. Terrain continuously lower than 5 feet above 
mean sea level may be fl ooded inland to a distance of 
eight or more miles.
 Hurricane Betsy in 1965 was a Category 3 storm 
that killed 75 people and caused $1 billion in damage. 
Hurricane Marilyn in 1995 was a Category 3 storm, kill-
ing eight people and causing $1.5 billion in damage to 

eastern Caribbean islands. That same year spawned Hur-
ricane Roxanne as a Category 3 storm at landfall on the 
Yucatan Peninsula.
 Hurricane Jeanne in 2004 was a weak Category 3 
storm. 

CATEGORY 4
 Winds of 131-155 mph. Shrubs and trees gone. 
Extensive damage to roofs, windows and doors, with 
most roofs on small homes destroyed. Complete destruc-
tion expected of mobile homes. Storm surge 12-15 feet 
above normal. Major damage is expected to lower fl oors 
of structures near the coastline or on barrier islands due 
to fl ooding, waves and fl oating debris.  
 Terrain lower than 10 feet above sea level may be 
flooded, requiring massive evacuation of residential 
areas as far inland as 6 miles. 
 Hurricane Donna in 1960 was a Category 4 storm 
that killed 50 people and caused $500 million in dam-
ages to Florida. Wind gusts were estimated at 180 mph 
in Donna.
 Hurricane Opal in 1995 was also a Category 4 storm, 
killing 59 people and causing $3 billion in damage, 
mostly in the Panhandle, although some damage 
occurred on Anna Maria Island as the storm tracked 
to the north. Also in that year, Hurricane Luis was a 
Category 4 hurricane while moving over the Leeward 
Islands, as was Hurricane Felix. Hurricane Georges in 
1999 was at one point a Category 4 storm, killing more 
than 500 people and causing more than $2 billion in 
damage. Hurricane Floyd, also in 1999, was at one point 
a Category 4 storm as it passed through the Bahamas, 
but had weakened before its eventual landfall in North 
Carolina.
 In 2004, both Hurricanes Charley and Ivan were 
powerful Category 4 storms, with winds of 145 and 
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