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 Katrina, Rita and Wilma are familiar names to hur-
ricane watchers, but the naming of storms is a rela-
tively new aspect in the science of studying whirly 
weather.
 An Australian weatherman, Clement Wragge, was 
the fi rst to use female names in describing tropical 
storms in the late 1800s, although he also named sev-
eral after politicians whom he particularly disliked. 
Meteorologists in the U.S. military picked up the prac-
tice during World War II, naming storms after their 
wives and girlfriends.
 In 1951, weather officials began to use names 
to designate storms, using common military titles of 
Able, Baker, Charlie and the like. Two years later, 
female names became the norm, with the fi rst two 
hurricanes dubbed Alice and Barbara.
 Complaints poured into the National Weather 
Bureau from women upset that they were being 
singled out in describing wicked weather, but the 
practice continued until 1978, when hurricanes in 
the eastern Pacifi c were alternately named for men 
and women. In 1979, nomenclature for Atlantic hur-
ricanes followed suit with Hurricane Bob the fi rst 
“male” storm.

How hurricanes came to be named
 Six mixed-company lists of hurricane names have 
been developed by the World Meteorological Orga-
nization. The names are short, easy to remember and 
commonly used names from the English, French and 
Spanish languages. To receive a name, a tropical low-
pressure center must develop at least into a full-fl edged 
tropical storm with wind speeds at 39 mph. 
 The lists are repeated every six years, although the 
names of killer storms are retired from use. 

Arthur • 
Bertha • 
Cristobal• 
Dolly• 
Edouard• 
Fay• 

Gustav• 
Hanna• 
Ike• 
Josephine• 
Kyle• 

Laura• 
Marco• 
Nana• 
Omar• 
Paloma• 
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Islanders hope that these names won’t get applied 
to storms, but, just in case, pack a Scrabble board 
in the hurricane kit, along with The Islander’s 
“storm avenger” guide. Be prepared. Be safe. 
And maybe break one of the games’ rules and 
allow some proper names in a Scrabble ’Cane 
game, such as the potential storm names for the 
2008 Atlantic hurricane season: Arthur, Bertha, 
Cristobal, Dolly, Edouard, Fay, Gustav, Hanna, 
Ike, Josephine, Kyle, Laura, Marco, Nana, Omar, 
Paloma, Rene, Sally, Teddy, Vicky and Wilfred. 
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135 mph, respectively.

CATEGORY 5
 Winds in excess of 155 mph. No trees, shrubs or 
signs. No windows, doors, small buildings, mobile 
homes. Storm surge more than 15 feet above normal, 
resulting in extreme damage to structures less than 10 
feet above sea level.
 There will be major damage to lower fl oors of all 
structures located less than 15 feet above sea level and 
within 500 yards of the shoreline. Massive evacuation 
of residential areas on low ground within 10 miles of 
the shoreline may be required. 
 A 1935 hurricane on Labor Day struck the Florida 
Keys with winds in excess of 200 mph. A total of 408 

people died as a result of the hurricane. Hurricane Camille 
in 1969 was a Category 5 storm, and Hurricane Gilbert 
of 1988 was a Category 5 hurricane at peak intensity.
 Hurricane Mitch was a Category 5 hurricane, and 
was the third-deadliest storm on record, with more than 
10,000 deaths in Central America.
 Hurricane Andrew, recently reclassified from 
a Category 4 to Category 5 storm, came ashore on 
Florida’s east coast August 25, 1992. Sustained winds 
topped 155 mph, with gusts more than 175 mph. More 
than 60,000 homes were destroyed, 200,000 people 
left homeless, more than 2 million people evacuated, 
15 people died and damage was estimated at $20 bil-
lion in 1992 dollars.
 Hurricane Wilma was at one point the most power-
ful hurricane ever recorded, but thankfully dropped in 
intensity before making landfall in the Yucatan and later 
Southern Florida.
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 By the way, 2004’s Charley, Frances, Ivan and 
Jeanne have all been “retired” from use.

Rene• 
Sally• 
Teddy• 
Vicky• 
Wilfred• 

2008 Atlantic Ocean 
hurricane names:


