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Got your 
plan ready?

 You’ve got your shutters, you’ve got your hurricane 
supplies, you’re ready for the storm.
 Does everyone in your household know what to do 
in the event of a storm event?
 Federal, state and local offi cials communication is 
vital before, during and after a hurricane. With the new 
storm season starting, now is the time to make certain 
your family will not be separated in the aftermath of a 
disaster. 
 Here’s what to do: 
 • Discuss the type of hazards that could affect your 
family. Know your home’s vulnerability to storm surge, 
fl ooding and wind.
 • Locate a safe room or the safest areas in your 
home for each hurricane hazard. In certain circum-
stances, the safest areas may not be your own home 
but another within your community.
 • Determine escape routes from your home and 
places to meet. These should be measured in 10s of 
miles rather than 100s of miles.
 • Choose a meeting location. Should your family 
become separated during a storm, you should have a 
pre-determined rendezvous point at which everyone 
can rejoin the family.
 • Complete a family communication plan. Include 
contact information for family members, work and 
school, meeting locations and emergency services.
 • Choose an out-of-town contact who family mem-
bers can call to let them know where everybody is at, 
especially if the family is separated. Everyone should 

Know your shelter, where and when

know this contact’s phone numbers. After a disaster, it 
is often easier to make a long-distance call than a local 
call from the disaster area.
 • Post emergency telephone numbers by your 
phones and make sure your children know how and 
when to call 911.
 • Stock non-perishable emergency supplies and a 
disaster supply kit.
 • Use a NOAA weather radio. Remember to replace 

 All the emergency shelters are on the mainland, much 
of which is unfamiliar to Islanders, West Bradenton and 
Cortez residents. The locations of shelters, the best routes 
to them, and the order in which they are likely to open, 
are good things to know before they’re needed. 
 Barrier islands such as Anna Maria and Longboat are 
the fi rst to be evacuated, their residents the fi rst to need 
shelters. Nobody wants to need one, but it’s reassuring 
that one will be available if the need arises. 
 Laurie Feagans, Manatee County’s chief of emergency 
management, and her staff have identifi ed shelters and 
seen to their preparation for an emergency. 
 Feagans strongly advises people not to go to a shel-
ter until offi cials announce through the media that it is 
open. She noted that shelter openings may vary with each 
emergency, so stay tuned to local media. 
 People with special needs in assistance in evacua-
tion should register with the West Manatee Fire Rescue 
District, 6001 Marina Drive, Holmes Beach, or by calling 
941-741-3900.
 The shelters are: 

• Bashaw Elementary School, 3515 Morgan Johnson 
Road, Bradenton.
 • Bayshore Elementary, 6120 26th St. W., Bradenton.
 • Braden River Elementary School, 6215 River Club 
Blvd., Bradenton.
 • Braden River Middle, 6215 River Club Blvd., Bra-
denton. 
 • Braden River High, 6545 State Road 70 E, Bradenton.
 • Buffalo Creek Middle School, 7320 69th St. E., Pal-
metto.

 • Freedom Elementary, 9515 State Road 64 E., Bra-
denton.
 • Gullett Elementary, 12125 44th Ave. E., Bradenton.
 • Haile Middle, 9501 State Road 64 E., Bradenton.
 • Johnson Middle, 2121 26th Ave. E., Bradenton. 
 • Kinnan Elementary, 3415 Tallevast Road, Sara-
sota. 
 • Lee Middle School, 4000 53rd Ave. W., Bradenton.
 • Lincoln Middle, 305 17th S. E., Palmetto.
 • Manatee High, 1000 32nd St. W., Bradenton. 
 • McNeal Elementary, 6325 Lorraine Road, Bradenton.
 • Miller Elementary School, 4201 Manatee Ave. W., 
Bradenton.
 • Mills Elementary, 7200 69th St. E., Bradenton.
 • Myakka City Elementary, 37205 Manatee Ave., 
Myakka City.
 • Oneco Elementary, 5214 22nd St. Ct. E., Bradenton. 
 • Prine Elementary, 3801 Southern Parkway W., Bra-
denton.
 • Rowlett Elementary, 3500 Ninth St. E., Bradenton.
 • Sea Breeze Elementary, 3601 71st St. W., Bradenton. 
 • Tillman Elementary, 1415 29th St. E., Palmetto.
 • Williams Elementary, 3404 Fort Hamer Road, Parrish.
 • Willis Elementary School, 14705 The Masters Ave., 
Bradenton.
 • Witt Elementary, 200 Rye Road, Bradenton. 
 Feagans stressed that shelters should be a “last 
resort” for residents, and that staying with a friend 
or relative on the mainland is the best option during 
an evacuation.

its battery every six months, as you do with your smoke 
detectors.
 • Take fi rst aid, CPR and disaster preparedness 
classes.
 • Plan for family members with special needs.
 • Make a plan now for what to do with your pets if 
you need to evacuate.
 • Check your insurance coverage — fl ood damage 
is not covered by homeowners insurance.


