 
Hello my fellow resident voters!

I am running again!  I also have an opponent again, so I am asking for your 

vote AGAIN!

I have been the Ward 3 Commissioner for 8 out of the last 10 years.  I had to sit out 2 years because of term limits, and you chose to return me to office against an incumbent.  I thank you and hope you are not unhappy that you did so.  During those 10 years, I have seen my opponent inside 

City Hall, only once, at the September 17th meeting.  

For the last 2 years, I have been in the minority vote on commission.  However, I was able to fight successfully to secure our public beach front property at 1st St. North, keeping it from becoming a private commercial parking lot after 5 PM daily.  It was quite a battle, but now it belongs to us again, the public, with no parking.  It’s an open window to our Gulf of Mexico, as it should be.  If I hadn’t been on commission, we would have lost it!

While I am asking you to return me to commission, most importantly I am asking you to return Bill Shearon as our Mayor.  He lost by 13 votes. That is NOT a mandate for Clarke!

Clarke was an unknown when he became a Commissioner with no opposition.  He had no prior public service.  In a planned legal coup, he, City Attorney Perry, and Commissioners Straight and Vosburgh manipulated him into the position of Vice Mayor, and he immediately began forfeiture proceedings against Mayor Shearon.  He kept his accusations secret for 6 months.  Clarke backed off when a recall movement was successful with NO PROVEN ALLEGATIONS against Mayor Shearon.  The total legal costs were astronomical to the City.  Clarke said, “We need to find the money to do this”, meaning get rid of Shearon.  After a successful recall, a person in his administration said, “We got Shearon, now we have to get rid of Robertson”.

City staff was very instrumental in claiming “work place harassment” against Shearon via “street rumor”.  Staffs’ attempts at formal harassment charges against Shearon were found to have no legal ground.  However, the City paid their legal fees.  On the night of his recall victory, Clarke proclaimed on video that it was time for him to reorganize and set up his own management style.  He promoted and gave huge raises to 2 marginal clerks who had vaguely claimed harassment by Shearon and manipulated commission into a 3% raise to all staff, many of whom spread the “street rumors”.  

Clarke appears to have no respect for taxpayer dollars.  He spends freely claiming “mayoral discretion”.  We have no accounting for the money he has spent since June 1 for his personal projects; none of which are brought to commission for approval in an open meeting.  I have asked for a monthly accounting and I have been ignored.  This is the management style he promised to implement.  He has eliminated open Commission workshops with staff; he meets alone with them.  Commission gets no reports of these meetings, and the public cannot attend nor comment resulting in no public disclosure in the form of minutes.

Currently, there is an ethics complaint against Clarke submitted to the Florida Commission on Ethics by a citizen.  If you don’t follow or attend City meetings, you probably are not aware of Clarke’s “shutdown” of an open, transparent approach to government.  

He blatantly disregards our City laws, and even State Statutes.  

His negotiations of a long term lease of City property outside the Sunshine Laws along with City Attorney Perry have been challenged.  Such negotiations require an open, public meeting with Commission.

This is government “by Jack Clarke and for Jack Clarke”, not “the people”.  Clarke reveals little about his background and credentials for running the business of a City.  He has lived here for 11 years and never volunteered for any City boards, nor even attended meetings.  I have served with 5 mayors, and in 3 months he has proven himself to be the worst ever.  He is secretive, lawless, manipulative, ruthless, untrustworthy, and unethical.  I have never known any Mayor as blatantly controlling, in my opinion, as he is.  He fails miserably in the adherence to our City laws.  He breaks them first, instructs the City Attorney to write new ones without Commission direction, presents them to Commission, then limits public discussion.  

He has refused to speak to certain media, and one commissioner admits they were told not to speak to certain citizens and media.  Is this open government by the people?  As a City 

Commissioner, I feel it is my responsibility to respond to ALL media and citizen questions.  

Voters, if the City continues under Clarke, I anticipate continued citizen lawsuits and claims of ethics violations, including Sunshine Law.  I also see MAJOR fiscal problems.  Clarke doesn’t show the ethics to be legally and fiscally responsible to us.  He has demonstrated that he is more concerned about funding City staff interests, and the non‐voting commercial donors to his campaign, than the needs and wishes of the resident taxpayers.  AND THAT IS US!

Please vote for Robertson and Shearon and bring integrity and experience back to the City.

Respectfully,
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